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PREFACE. 


In this fourth volume of my Persian Historical Texts I 
complete the publication of the most ancient systematic work 
on the Persian poets known to exist, the Lubdbu ’1-Albdb of 
Muhammad ‘Awfi, composed in the first quarter of the 
seventh century of the Agra (thirteenth century of our era), 
of which the second half, forming the second volume of the 
series, was published by me three years ago. Why the 
second part of this work was published before the first is a 
matter fully explained in the Preface prefixed to that volume, 
of which I shall not repeat the substance, assuming that 
all who read this will have access to that also. 

Although the enquiries instituted by myself and my friend 
and collaborator Mirza Muhammad of Qazwin have failed to 
trace the manuscript presumably used by Rida-quli Khan 
in the compilation of his Majma‘u ’sh-Shu‘ard', the Mirza 
in the course of his researches in the Library of the British 
Museum discovered what practically constitutes a third codex 
of the work in the shape of a book entitled the Bazm-dra 
(OR. 3389). This book was ostensibly compiled in the reign 
of Jalalu *d-Din Akbar Shah, the celebrated Emperor of 
India, in the year A.H. 1000 (=A.D. 1591—2), by Sayyid 
“Ali b. Mahmud al-Husaynf. In reality it is for the most 





1) See p. Iv (9) of the Persian Preface. 
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part a mere copy of ‘Awfi’s work, transcribed without ac- 
knowledgement by the unscrupulous Sayyid, who contented 
himself with abridging certain parts, and omitting what he 
had difficulty in understanding, as well as all mention of 
“Awfi’s name, and all references to times, places, persons 
and events which might furnish some indication of the true 
authorship of the work. Not only, in speaking of his pre- 
decessors in this field, does he confine himself to the men-- 
tion of Dawlatshah, Sam Mirza, and other modern biogra- 
phers, but in cases where ‘Awfi uses such expressions as 
“I heard from So-and-so”, “So-and-so told me in Nishaptr’’, 
and the like, he substitutes, “a certain historian relates’’, or 
some similar expression. Hardly anywhere does he improve 
on ‘Awfi’s text, and indeed so closely does he copy even 
the errors of the two extant codices of the Luédéé that Mirza 
Muhammad thinks it very probable that one of these two 
manuscripts was actually the original on which he worked. 
A more shameless case of plagiarism it would be hard to 
find, but at least it has practically supplied us with a-third 
copy of ‘Awfi’s work, and since Mirza Muhammad discovered 
it in January, 1905, he has collated it in all doubtful pas- 
sages, as abundantly appears from the frequent references 
which he makes to it in the Notes '). 

Not only has the text of this volume had the advantage 
of Mirza Muhammad's careful revision throughout, but it 
owes to him also, besides the critical and historical notes 
above mentioned and the Persian Preface, an illuminating 
biography of the author, chiefly compiled from data fur- 
nished by himself in this work and in that vast collection 
of stories and anecdotes entitled Fawdmi'u ’l-Hikdydt wa 
Lawdmi‘u ’r-Riwdaydt. 


1) See pp. v—vI (9—¥9) of the Persian Preface. About 5 sheets (80 pages) 
of the text had been passed for press when M{rz4 Muhammad made this discovery. 
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In the Persian. Preface Mirza Muhammad, after speaking 
of his own share in the preparation of this volume for pu- 
blication, and of his discovery of the Bazm-drd, expresses 
a doubt whether any older biography of poets than this 
exists or ever existed in Persian. To two other earlier works, 
one of which, the Chahdr Magdla (“Four Discourses”), is 
extant, while the other, the Mandgibu ’sh-Shu‘ard, is known 
to us only by name, I had elsewhere ascribed this character ; 
but, as Mirza Muhammad points out, the first is rather a 
collection of anecdotes, some of which refer to poets, than 
a systematic biography, although it furnishes us with some 
of the most valuable and authentic information which we 
possess about certain of the older poets; while the second, 
for reasons set forth by the Mirza, was probably similar in 
character. 

Coming now to the Luddbu ’1-Albdé itself, the Mirza severely 
criticizes the author’s negligence in omitting almost all dates 
and biographical particulars —- matters which must have 
been in many cases within his knowledge, and in most 
cases easily ascertainable at the time when he wrote, and 
the omission of which is in no way atoned for by the 
elaborate but tasteless word-plays wherein he loves to in- 
dulge —, and also his lack of judgement in the choice of 
verses, even the best poets being often represented by their 
most mediocre productions. From the historical point of 
view, on the other hand, he does full justice to the unique 
value and importance of ‘Awfi’s work, without which, as he. 
says, we should be ignorant of the very names of many, or 
even most, of the earliest Persian poets. 

The date at which the Ludbdbu ’l-Albdb was composed is 
next discussed, and is shown to have been in all probability 
A.H. 618 (= A.D. 1221—2), since the previous year (A.H. 
617) is twice mentioned on p. 115 in such a way as to im- 
ply that it was a past year at the time of writing, while 
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Yam{inu ’d-Dawla Bahrdmshéh b. Taéju ’d-Din Harb, who 
ruled over Sfstan from A.H. 616 until A.H. 618 (A.D. 1219— 
1222), is spoken of on p. 50 as still reigning over that pro- 
vince. Finally, certain grammatical peculiarities, common, in 
most cases, to Persian works of this date, are briefly noticed. 

Mirza Muhammad next passes to the biography of the 
author, whose full name appears to have been Nuru’d-Din 
Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Yahya b. Tahir b. “‘“Uthman 
al-“Awff al-Bukharf al-Hanafi. Brief notices of him are given 
in the Za’rikh-i-Guzida of Hamdu’llah Mustawff, the Hadibu 
’s-Siyar of Khwdndamir, the Za’rikh-i-Firishta, and the 
Majma‘u ’l-Fusahd of Ridd-qulf Khan, but in the main we 
are dependent on such pieces of information as are incident- 
ally given by the author himself in his own works, the sum 
of which is briefly as follows. 

He claimed descent from one of the most eminent “Com- 
panions” of the Prophet, “Abdu 'r-Rahman b. ‘Awf, from 
whom he derived his misba, or cognomen, of “al-“Awfi’. His 
grandfather, Abi Tahir Yahya b. Tahir, was an eminent tra- 
ditionist and man of learning in Transoxiana. His maternal 
uncle, Majdu ’d-Din Muhammad b. Diya’u ’d-Din ‘Adnan 
as-Surkhakat{ (whose biography is given on pp. 179—181 of 
this volume), was in the service of Qilij Tamghaj Khan Ibra- 
him b. al-Husayn, the last but one of the Khaniyya dy- 
nasty of Transoxiana. He himself was born and passed his 
youth in Bukhara, but later travelled widely in search of 
knowledge through Khurasan, Transoxiana and parts of India, 
visiting Samarqand, Khwdarazm (Khiva), Merv, Herat, Ni- 
shapur, Isfizar, Isfara’in, Shahr-i-Naw, Sistan, Farah, Ghazna, 
Lahore, Dihl{f (Delhi), etc., and making acquaintance with 
many princes, amirs and men of letters and learning, one 
of the most notable of whom was the eminent Suff Shaykh 
Majdu ’d-Din al-Baghdadi{, the disciple of the martyred Shaykh 
Najmu ’d-Din Kubra. 
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Mirza Muhammad traces ‘Awfi’s wanderings in detail. He 
visited Samargand in A.H. 597 (A.D. 1200—1), and was pa- 
tronised by the Crown-Prince Qilij Arslan Khaqan Nusratu 
°d-Din ‘Uthmdan b. Ibrahim. In A.H. 600 he was in Khurasan, 
first at Nasd, then (in A.H. 603) at Nishapur, then (in A.H. — 
607) at Isfizar. In A.H. 607, alarmed, probably, by the im- 
pending Mongol invasion, he passed into India, and attached 
himself to Nadsiru ’d-Din Qubdcha, originally a slave of 
Shihabu ’d-Din (or Mu‘izzu ’d-Din) Ghurf, who reigned over 
Sind and Multén from A.H. 602 until A. H. 625 (= A.D. 
1205—1228), and in whose service “Awff remained at any rate 
from A.H. 617 until this prince, having suffered defeat at 
the hands of Sultan Shamsu ’d-Din Iltatmish, destroyed him- 
self on the eve of Saturday, the 19 of Jumada II, A. H. 
625 (May 26, A.D. 1228). “Awff, who had at this date com- 
pleted the Luddbu ’l-Albdb, and was engaged on the Jawdmtu 
l-Hiikdydt, passed with other men of learning into the service 
of the conqueror, to whose wazir, Nidhamu ’l-Mulk Mu- 
hammad b. Abf Sa‘d al-Junayd{, he dedicated the latter 
work, which was apparently completed about the year A.H. 
630 (A. D. 1232—3). This wotk, manuscripts of which are 
comparatively common, is much more celebrated than the 
Lubdéb, and it is in connection with it only that ‘Awfi’s 
name is recorded by all the older biographers. Besides these 
two works, ‘Awfi published a Persian version of at-Tanukhtf’s 
al-Faraj ba‘da ’sh-Shidda, another well-known collection of 
anecdotes, of which he made copious use in compiling his 
Fawdmi'u ’l-Hikdydt. 

So much for Mirzi Muhammad’s Persian Preface. Of his 
notes I need say little: they speak for themselves, and will 
be appreciated by every competent student alike for the 
wealth of material which they embody, the wide reading of 
rare manuscripts and books which they display, and the cri- 
tical acumen which they manifest throughout. In all these 
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respects, to wit, the accuracy of the text, the introductory 
matter, and the critical notes, this volume, thanks to the 
profound learning and indefatigable industry of Mirza Mu- 
hammad, is, I feel convinced, immeasurably superior to the 
other. In one respect, however, it is, I will not say inferior, 
but less formally complete; for I have decided, after mature 
consideration, to omit the variants. My chief reasons for this 
step, which, as I am well aware, is likely to meet with some 
disapproval from many of those whose opinion I most value, 
are: — (1) the large amount of time and labour (and that 
labour of the most uninteresting and distasteful kind) in- 
volved in drawing up either a complete or a selected list of 
variants; (2) the fact that neither of the manuscripts on 
which the text is based is of so high an antiquity or of so 
scholarly and accurate a character as to merit so much 
consideration; (3) the fact that most of the more important 
variants are already mentioned in Mirzi Muhammad’s notes; 
and (4) that in many cases the difficulty has been not to 
select the better reading but to read a word or a sentence 
at all, owing to worm-holes or water-stains in one or other 
manuscript. Notwithstandig all these reasons, I confess that 
I am by no means sure that I have done right in omitting 
the variants, for unquestionably a text with variants is bet- 
ter than one without; but one has also to bear in mind 
that the amount of work which can be done in a life-time is 
limited, a fact that comes more clearly into sight as the years 
advance; and I feel that the time which would be required 
to compile a list of the variants can be more usefully ex- 
pended on other work, already too long postponed, which 
I have in view. 

One word in conclusion. Thanks to the establishment of 
the Gibb Memorial Trust, it seems unlikely that, for many 
years to come, any valuable. Arabic, Persian or Turkish text 
need remain unpublished for want of funds, if a competent 
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editor can be found. This being so, the razson d’étre of this 
Series of mine no longer exists, and I intend to close it 
with the next volume, the fifth of the Series, which will . 
contain the second half of Mr. R. A. Nicholson’s edition of 
the Zadhkiratu ’l-Awliyéd of Shaykh Farfdu ’d-Din ‘Attar. 


EDWARD G. BROWNE. 


CAMBRIDGE, October 19, 1906. 
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